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DURHAM, N. ©. 


To Correct a Misconception 


Originally for the New Testament the Parousia [Gk. for “presence” 
or “coming” ] language describes what is true from now on. It em- 
braces, that is to say, both the finished work of Christ and that which 
has yet to be completed. But, with the disruption of this unity, it has 
come to refer exclusively to that half of Christian eschatology which 
has not been realized in the life, death and resurrection of Jesus. Con- 
sequently, any appraisal of this language will always encounter the 
charge that this element in the Christian hope is being undermined, 
in the interest of a more fully “realized” eschatology. This is, in fact, 
a complete misconception, though it is probably impossible to eradi- 
cate. What is at issue is not the weight to be allowed to the futurist 
element. No one can read the New Testament without constant re- 
minder that all things are not yet in subjection and without hearing 
the cry of the saints, “How long?” The coming of Christ is every 
bit as much future as it is past. What is at issue is the mature of this 
other half of Christian eschatology. {] The answer given by the apoc- 
alyptic tradition is that it is another event, at a measurable interval 
from the first, for which Christians must now, and always, be skin- 
ning their eyes. But this precisely is what cannot be found in the 
expectation of Jesus. {| The other half of Christian eschatology is not 
an event at all, as if another event were needed. It is, for John, the 
person and work of the Paraclete, who takes the things of Jesus and 
makes perfect in us his presence of love. It is, for the Epistle to the 
Hebrews, the perpetual intercession of the Priest-King, appearing 
henceforward within the veil on our behalf. It is, in Pauline terms, 
the Body of Christ, into which all is being brought, “by that power 
which enables him even to subject all things to himself.” 


—J. A. T. Rosrnson, in Jesus and His Coming, 
just published by Abingdon Press, Nashville, Tenn. 
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Letters to the Editors 





Other Writers Make for “Broadmindedness” 





Liked King Article 
To THE OUTLOOK: 


One of the articles that makes your 
paper especially valuable is the one by 
Martin Luther King (OvuTLooK, Feb. 10). 
No publication is broadminded if it limits 
itself to contributions by members of its 
own denomination. 

Mr. King suggested a program of states- 
manship wheh* he stood against the 
viciousness of mob rule, the évils of seg- 
regation, the inequalities of an economic 
system which discriminates against the 
masses in favor of privilege: :. . 1AM 

Give us more articles of this Ki so 
that the social conscience of your readers 
may become prepared to resist the malad- 
justments of our day.. fj’. 

Geo. B. MANGOLD. 
Los Angeles, Calif. 


To THE OUTLOOK: 


If you have any reprints of “Out of the 
Long Night of Segregation,” I should like 
to have several copies to offer friends who 
have something less than Mr. King’s un- 
derstanding of the race relations crisis. 
This is a splendid, thoughtful statement, 
and I wish it could be read all over the 
nation. ... 

TEXAS. 


... 1am deeply stirred by the article 
Out of the Long Night of Segregation 
(OuTLOoK, Feb. 10) by Martin Luther 
King, Jr., and I want to have copies to 
share with friends. ... 

New Hope, Pa. 


. .. Please send me 75 copies. I would 
like to make it available to my congrega- 
tion. 

NortuH CAROLINA. 

... Please send 40 copies. 

SouTH CAROLINA. 


NOTE—These are now available: 12 
for 35¢ (minimum); 50 for 75¢; $1.50 per 
100. 


Women’s Officers 
To THE OUTLOOK: 

One of our Board members has called 
to our attention a misprint in the March 
3 report in THE OUTLOOK (page 4). 

Mrs. W. A. McCutchen is the newly- 
elected secretary of the Board of Women’s 
Work and Mrs. Paul K. Buckles is the 
vice-chairman. 

JANE (Mrs. Robert H.) Hines. 
Board of Women’s Work, Atlanta, Ga. 


Scotland Aid 


To THE OUTLOOK: 

Will you please send 50 copies of the 
Church of Scotland’s Draft Catechism 
with Notes. We have found this an ex- 
cellent teaching tool for your communi- 
cants’ class. I had ordered 50 but find 
that I can use 50 more.... 

TULSA, OKLA. 


NOTE—These sell for 25¢ each—an 


80-page booklet, excellent for class and 
group study and discussion. 


Scholarships for Ministers 
To THE OUTLOOK: 

Dr. Rockwell Smith, director of the In- 
terdenominational School for Rural Lead- 
ers, has offered two scholarships for the 
June 23-July 25, 1958, school to our de- 
nomination. A college degree is a mini- 
mum requirement, but he prefers those 
with a seminary degree. Among the 
courses offered will be “Rural Sociology” 
and “Agricultural Economics for the 
Rural Minister.” 

Pastors or others who may be inter- 
ested should write me, or to Dr. Smith 
at Garrett Biblical Institute, Evanston, 
Ill. 

JAMEs M. Carr. 


341-B Ponce de Leon Ave., N. E., 
Atlanta 8, Ga. 


Telegraphic 
To THE OUTLOOK: 

. I marvel at what you get packed 
into THE OuTLOOK. It is written in a tele- 
graphic style that enables you to cover a 
remarkably wide field. 

ANDREW I, KEENER. 
Leetonia, Ohio. 


a . 
Approved Men’s Project 
To THE OUTLOOK: 

Enclosed is our order for 60 copies of 
the 1958 Going-to-College Handbook, Vol- 
ume 12 (the current one). The Men of 
the Church are pleased to participate in 
this project, which will provide a _ per- 
sonal copy for every high school student 
belonging to our church. 


FRANK M. Roesuck, President. 
First Presbyterian Church, 
Salisbury, N. C. 


NOTE—This is in line with an approved 
and commended project of the Presby- 
terian, U.S., Assembly’s Men’s Council. 


General Assembly 
Commissioners (U. S.) 


SYNOD OF KENTUCKY 

Guerrant—(M)* Ernest Stricklin, Haz. 
ard; (E)* Robert Salyers, Highland. 

Lexington-Ebenezer—(M) D. T. Bran- 
denberg, Georgetown; R. Y. Russell, Mil. 
lersburg; (E) Arnold Leas, Ashland; J. W. 
Simpson, Nicholasville. 

Louisville—(M) E. E. Houghton, An- 
chorage; J. B.-Astles, Covington; D. R, 
Hopkins, W. R. Clarke, (E) Galen J. White, 
Lewis Courtenay. John W. Leake, William 
A. Dover, Louisville. 

Muhlenburg—(M) William M. Ramsay, 
Paducah; (E) Felix B. Smith, Henderson, 

Transylvania—(M) Bruce D. Compton, 
Danville; (E) Woods Ball, Lancaster. 


SYNOD OF TEXAS 


Brazos—(M) H. Edwin Pickard, Beau- 
mont; Thomas W. Currie, Marion F. Reyn- 
olds, Bellaire; Richard A. Braun, Port 
Arthur; James W. Mosley, Galvston; Har- 
old Walker, Pasadena; Charles A. Tucker, 
(E) Karl D. Johnson, John C. McIntosh, 
Houston; Pat Gilbert, Beaumont; E. B, 
Barnes, Freeport; F. C. Bolton, J. B. Beck- 
ham, College Station; Charles A. Dorris, 
Deer Park. 

Central Texas—(M) William S. Smith, 
Brownwood; Robert D. McCall, Austin; 
Thomas P. Lovett, Waco; Charley P. Har- 
nest, (E) Peter Fox, Sweetwater; R. D, 
Dunn, Belton; Will D. Minter, Abilene; A. 
W. Stubbeman, Ft. Worth. 

John Knox—(M) J. B. Hawkins, San An- 
tonio; Eugene T. Strickland, Junction; 
William D. Bonis, E. Otis Moore, (E) Joe 
K. Wells, Lee Jennings, Austin; Ike §. 
Kampmann, Sr., Pedro Munoz, San An- 
tonio. 

Northeast Texas—(M) R. Bruce Brannon, 
Grand Prairie; Hervey Lazenby, Kilgore; 
Harry McDonnell, Texarkana; William M, 
Elliott, Jr., Dwight A. Sharpe, Edward A. 
Mohns, Walter A. Bennett, (E) Julius H. 
Smith, Guy M. Neel, John C. Gracey, John 
K. Ferguson, Dallas; Cecil Tolbert, Sher- 
man; Conrad Vernon, Longview, Charles 
McChesney, Gladewater. 

South Texas—(M) Nehemias_ Garcia, 
Kingsville; Jack C. Hunnicut, Elsa; James 
B. Van Vieck, Corpus Christi; Tom C. Mc- 
Gee, Harlingen; (E) Charles W. Owen, El 
Campo; Roberto Garcia, Mercedes; Harvey 
H. Horton, McAllen; M. Clay Chiles, Alice. 

Southwest Texas—(M) Donald C. White- 
side, El Paso; Earl M. Clary, Colorado 
City; J. Lem Tittsworth, Jr., Odessa; Gor- 
don F. Garlington, Jr., Lovington, New 
Mexico; (E) H. E. McRae, Midland; G. H. 
Sanders, Lubbock; L. E. Nilsson, San An- 
gelo; G. K. Mitchell, Sanderson. 





*(M)—Ministers; *(E)—Elders. Where 
no city follows a commissioner's name, his 
home town is the next one listed. 
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During the Lenten Season... 


READ and GIVE 
HE REVISED STANDARD VERSION BIBLE 


The inspirational and accurate account of Jesus’ life, 
His crucifixion and resurrection, is timely reading dur- 
ing this Lenten season. Millions have turned to the 
easy-to-read Revised Standard Version Bible because 
it brings them a clearer understanding of the events, 
parables and teachings of the sacred Scriptures, 


The RSV Bible — written in the language of today — is ideal for personal 
use and makes an attractive gift for Easter, confirmations, graduations and 
weddings. Your friends will enjoy and treasure the RSV Bible published by 


Thomas Nelson & Sons. 


USE THIS COUPON TO ORDER FROM 














or torr tesiestesiesiesipsiestetateteiedeebaketatetelelsieietashetetataietatatatatatatatatatatetanetater 
‘ THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK - 
1 North 6th Street Richmond 19, Virginia - 
t Gentlemen: Please send me the following RSV Bibles: : 
; — Maroon buckrom (3800) — Le FC ' 
r ——Maroon buckram — with the words of Christ in red (3900) 7.50 : 
, — Black genuine leather, gold edges (3807) — eee 10.00 1 
i Black genuine leather, gold edges — with the words of - 
t Christ in red (3907) ——... naiidieie calstiaiadll 11.00 1 
: —Black leatheroid, smaller edition, illustrated (2803) 3.50 1 
; NAME 1 
t ADDRESS. ' 
{ CITY. STATE 
! 1 
t 


My remittance is enclosed. 





THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK. Second-class mail privileges authorized at Richmond, Va. Published weekly on Monday by Outlook 
Publishers Inc., 1 North Sixth Street, Richmond 19, Virginia, except alternate weeks July and August and last week December. 
Telephone MIlton 9-1371; night, ELgin 3-5554. 15¢ a copy, $5.00 a year. 
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OLD IN SERVICE 


CONTINUING THE PRESBYTERIAN TRIBUNE 


NEW IN SPIRIT 
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NEWS ROUND-UP 


THE NEw York State Council of 
Churches has urged legislators to defeat 
a bill providing for posting of the Ten 
Commandments in public schools. Such 
a step, it was said, would be “divisive” 
and would violate the principle of sep- 
aration of church and state. . . . IN 
MosiLeE, ALA., 31 white Protestant min- 
isters supported a petition by 36 Negro 
ministers seeking repeal of ordinances 
requiring segregation on city buses. J. 
C. Frist, Government Street . Presbyte- 
rian pastor, was in the delegation sup- 
porting the petition. Later, crosses were 
burned in the yards of three ministers, 
including that of David H. Edington, 
Jr., a Presbyterian. . . . PARENTS OF 
TEEN-AGERS receiving advertisements for 
obscene literature or art have been urged 
by the Churchman’s Commission for 
Decent Publications to send the offend- 
ing material to their Congressmen to 
show them “the need for stricter laws.” 
... CONTROL OVER LITERATURE as exer- 
cised by the Rhode Island Commission to 
Encourage Morality in Youth is ‘‘a form 
of censorship which uses methods of in- 
timidation and blacklisting,” according 
to the Social Action Committee of the 
Rhode Island Congregational-Christian 
Conference. Such censorship was de- 
scribed as “dangerous and can be vi- 
cious.”. .. THE NORTHERN CALIFORNIA- 
NevapA Council of Churches has adopted 
a statement opposing the loyalty oath re- 
quired for religious tax exemption in 
California. . . . THREE ROMAN CaTH- 
OLIC priests who took seats in the Par- 
liament of Communist Hungary in de- 
fiance of church orders to cease their 
political activities have been formally 
excommunicated in a decree from the 
Vatican. . . . CHURCH CONSTRUCTION, 
which has been enjoying the greatest 
boom in history, totalled $64,000,000 in 
February—$1,000,000 less than in Feb- 
tuary, 1957. This was the first time in 
two years that a new monthly record has 
not been set... . USE OF A PUBLIC HIGH 
SCHOOL for a “political gathering” under 
the auspices of the Institute of Religion 
in Raleigh, N. C., has been protested 
by a taxpayer on the grounds of church- 
state separation. . . . CALIFORNIA’S AT- 
TORNEY GENERAL, Edmund G. Brown, 
has declared that “there can be no valid 
legal objection” to public school pro- 
grams which depict events that concern 
religion or to studying events which are 
telated to religion. This was in answer 











U.S. G. A.—Charlotte 


General Council Recommends 


Budget Total of $9,009,990 


A budget totalling $9,009,990 will be 
proposed to the Charlotte General As- 
sembly by the Presbyterian, U. S., Gen- 
eral Council. This compares with a 1958 
budget of $8,913,810. 

It is reported that 1956 saw an in- 
crease of 14% in giving to Assembly 
causes over the previous year, while 1957 
recorded an increase of 212%. A smaller 
percentage of the budget was received in 
1957 than the year before. 

The proposed budget is itemized as 
follows: 


World Missions $4,530,000 
Ckurch Extension 1,965,965 
Christian Education 810,600 
Annuities and Relief 508,780 
General Fund Agencies 1,171,050 
Women’s Work $181,200 
General Council 210,200 
Assembly’s 
Training School 223,800 
Montreat 180,000 
Stillman College 229,800 
Historical 
Foundation 40,000 
American 
Bible Society 48,550 
Presbyterian 
Foundation 40,000 
Administrative 
Expense 7,500 
Interchurch Agencies 23,595 
National Council 10,200 
World Council 8,295 
Geneva Building 2,100 
Lord’s Day Alliance 1,000 
Religion in 
American Life 2,000 
TOTAL $9,009,990 
Major emphases proposed by the 


Council for churchwide study are: 1959 
—Worldwide Witness; 1960—Under- 
standing the Bible. 

The Council reports to the Assembly 
that it looks forward ‘‘at an early date” 
to the erection of a building in the Pres- 
byterian Center in Atlanta which will 
“adequately house the agencies located 
there.” 


Equalization Fund 
The 1957 Equalization Fund, which 


enables Assembly agencies falling below 
their assigned quotas to be aided by 





to a protest by parents against Christmas 
plays put on in public schools. 


agencies receiving more, totalled $290,- 
980. This was apportioned as follows: 


Church Extension $141,314 
Christian Education 39,782 
Women's Work 17,756 
General Council 25,435 


Assembly’s Training School 24,381 
Montreat 13,370 
Stillman College 21,352 
Historical Foundation 3,867 
Presbyterian Foundation 3,724 


By the use of this fund the receipts of 
the agencies were brought up to 83.07% 
of their budgets compared with 86.33% 
in 1956. 

The General Council is reporting to 





Mountain School Gets 
Most of $15 Million 


A bachelor whose interest was caught 
and held by the work being done at the 
School of the Ozarks in Point Lookout, 
Mo., has left the institution 75% of the 
income of $15,000,000. All but 10% 
of this will go for the school’s mainte- 
nance and support. The remainder will 
be used for scholarships to enable stu- 
dents completing their high school or 
junior college work there to go on to 
institutions of higher learning. 

A chapel housing a 96-bell carillon 
has recently been completed on the 1,000 
acre campus. The bells were given by 
the same bachelor, Lewis Wilkins Hyer, 
ten years ago and were stored until a 
suitable tower could be provided. 

Mr. Hyer, an executive of the j. C. 
Penney organization, first visited the 
school in the late 1920s. After his re- 
tirement he made his home at the school. 

Other gifts by Mr. Hyer during the 
years have included a modern cannery, 
an irrigation system, a registered dairy 
herd (with the provision that none of 
the milk, cream or butter can be sold). 


Grant Resigns in La. 

Edward D. Grant, director of institu- 
tions for the State of Louisiana, has re- 
signed his position there. Before going 
to that work he was Presbyterian, U. S., 
executive secretary of Christian Educa- 
tion and earlier had served other church 
agencies. 








the Assembly that its larger budget rep- 
resents only “minimum needs” by the 
agencies concerned. It says the reason 
the larger askings were not accepted by 
more presbyteries and synods last year 
is that they were not convinced that the 
increase represented actual needs, In re- 
gard to the 1959 budget the Council says 
it has additional requests of $2,222,974 
beyond the recommended budgets. 


Survey Support 

The 1957 Assembly asked the Coun- 
cil to investigate the possibility of budg- 
eting the operating costs of The Presby- 
terian Survey in meeting the subsidy 
required. The Council will recommend 


that the existing plan be continued for 
the present in view of “the rapidly 
changing condition” of The Survey. The 
circulation figure has passed 163,000, 
with 200,000 anticipated, with an in- 
creasing, but undetermined, subsidy re- 
quired. 

Continuing a study of last year, the 
Council recommends a realignment of 
the Christian Relations program. At the 
present time the Council on Christian 
Relations is attached to the Board of 
Church Extension for administrative 
purposes, but is responsible only to the 
Assembly and reports directly to it. 

The Council stresses the importance 
of the Christian Relations program and 


ANY QUESTIONS? 


Questions are answered here by persons 
serving on a radio-telephone panel. Most 
questions are submitted by telephone; some 
by mail (to The Outlook). Answers are re- 
corded and then submitted for amendment 
or revision. Participants here are: L. A. Mc- 
Murray, missionary to the Belgian Congo; 
1. Howard Chadwick, Westminster church, 
Charlotte, N. C.; Ernest Trice Thompson of 
= faculty of Union Theological Seminary, 

a. 


CAN GOD CHANGE? 


Is it possible for our prayers to 
change the mind of God? 


McMurray: Here is a question that 
finite minds cannot completely answer. 
That prayer changes things is the jovful 
experience of every Christian. That God 
himself is infinite, eternal and unchange- 
able is a fundamental tenet of our Chris- 
tian faith. Let us try and answer in this 
way. The unchangeable God has in his 
infinite mercy willed that men should 
pray to him for desires of their hearts. 
If men pray to him for things agreeable 
to his will he answers and things happen. 
It seems sometimes to indicate that God 
has changed his mind. We know of in- 
stances in the Old Testament of God 
having repented himself, doing the op- 
posite of what he said he would do. In 
this sort of event we may conceive of 
men’s prayers being a part of God’s will 
and the working out of his providence. 
To men, he has changed his mind; in 
himself he remained the same, having 
willed events and also the process by 
which they came to pass. We all remem- 
ber the great comforting text in James, 
the effectual fervent prayer of a righteous 
man availeth much. I like the rsv trans- 
lation here, “The prayer of a righteous 
man has great power in its effect.” 


FUNDAMENTALISM 
Please explain Fundamentalism and 

and tell why it is objectionable. 
TuHompson: The word “fundamen- 
talist” came into common use about 1910, 
when a group of ministers and laymen 
declared that certain doctrines and be- 
liefs, including their own particular 


4 


theory of inspiration and their own par- 
ticular theory of the atonement were fun- 
damental Christian doctrines, and that no 
minister or teacher could be regarded 
as orthodox unless they held these doc- 
trines and beliefs as they—the funda- 
mentalists—had defined them. There are 
some doctrines, of course, that all of us 
would regard as fundamental, and in 
that sense all of us might regard our- 
selves as fundamentalist. But the ortho- 
doxy of a minister is to be determined 
by his adherence to the standards of his 
own church, as judged by the responsible 
authorities of his branch of the church. 
Fundamentalism becomes objectionable 
when individuals attempt to impose their 
own standards of orthodoxy on other 
members of the church in improper and 
extra-legal ways, or more generally when 
they try to make their own private be- 
liefs a test of orthodoxy in the Church 
of Christ. 
FINISHED WORK 


If we don’t finish our work that has 
been assigned by God here on earth, 
can we finish it in the next life? 

CHapwick: In the beginning let me 
say that I seriously question whether any 
true servant of God ever finishes the work 
God assigns to him. The Scripture has 
something to say to us in this respect, 
I think, although it seems to speak by 
inference or implication rather than by 
direct answer. Paul, in his letter to the 
Philippians, the first chapter and the 6th 
verse, says that “he who has begun a 
good work in us will complete it in the 
day of our Lord Jesus Christ.” Also, the 
vision that John had of heaven, of which 
he wrote in the Book of Revelation in the 
7th chapter, tells not only of the saintly 
throng surrounding the throne singing 
hymns, but also says they are “serving.” 
So I can’t believe that our hereafter is 
a time when we sit by idly, doing nothing 
but singing songs. I think there is always 
creative work which we will be doing for 
a creative God, and which a creative God 
will expect of us throughout eternity. 


provision for continuing its work. It 
says: 

“There are ‘aspects of the implications 
of the gospel’—the meaning of Christ in 
the several areas of life—about which the 
church needs to speak, and when it speaks, 
it should be after careful and prayerfu) 
study and recommendation by competent 
and trusted men, rather than casual mo. 
tions from the floor of the Assembly. Such 
a group to study and recommend should 
function as a committee of the Genera] 
Assembly and be supported by and re 
sponsible to the General Assembly, rather 
than be related to any of the boards or 
agencies of the church.” 

The Council says the Board of Chris. 
tian Education is “in a better position 
logically and functionally to render” the 
needed service of liaison and communi- 
cation than is the Board of Church Ex- 
tension. It is recommended that the 
Council on Christian Relations be re- 
placed by a permanent Committee on 
Christian Relations elected by and re- 
sponsible to the General Assembly and 
reporting annually. 

It is also recommended that the pres- 
ent Division of Christian Relations in 
the Board of Church Extension be re- 
placed by an Office of Christian Action 
with a director or secretary in the Board 
of Christian Education. He would be 
elected by and responsible to the latter 
board. Such a change would be brought 
about as soon as it could be worked out 
by the respective boards. The function 
of the new office would be as follows: 

“The office of Christian Education... 
shall aid and assist the various divisions 
of the Board in building the ideals of 
Christian living set forth in the Bible 
and included in the standards of the 
church as interpreted by the General As- 
sembly, into an educational program of 
the church, and shal] serve the Board in 
other ways as it may determine.” 


Henneke Named President 
Of University of Tulsa 


The administrative vice-president of 
the University of Tulsa has been elected 
president of that Presbyterian, USA, in- 
stitution, to succeed C. I. Pontius. Ben 
G. Henneke has been with the university 
since his undergraduate days, except for 
a 15-month leave of absence to complete 
his doctorate at the University of Illi- 
nois. He will be the first graduate of the 
University of Tulsa to become its presi- 
dent. He will take up his new work 
July 1. 

Dr. Pontius will become chancellor, 
president emeritus and director of the 
development council. 


White Leaving Mills College 
For UCLA Professorship 


President Lynn White, Jr., of Mills 
College, Calif., for 15 years, is resigning 
at the end of the present term to become 
professor of history at the University of 
California in Los Angeles. 
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U. S. G. A.—Charlotte 


Current Social Problems 


URRENT social problems need the 

concern and help of the church if 
they are to be solved. The attention of 
the churches is directed to some of these 
urgent problems. 


|, Alcoholic Beverages 

It has been estimated that 75 million 
people in the United States indulge in 
alcoholic beverages to a greater or lesser 
degree. This is approximately 67% of 
the eligible users of beverage alcohol. 
Of these there are seven million who 
can be classified as problem drinkers 
and five million as alcoholics. When we 
consider the families directly affected, a 
conservative estimate would show that 
at least 30 million people are directly 
concerned with this difficult problem. 

The American people in 1956 spent 
10% billion dollars for alcoholic bev- 
erages. This helps us to see the enormity 
of the problem. In the United States, 
highway accidents are on the increase, 
causing thousands of casualties every 
year, Accidents in which beverage alco- 
hol was a factor range from 45% to 
65% of the total number, according to 
reliable estimates. 

In view of the increased tempo of 
liquor advertising, mounting social pres- 
sure, the tragic loss of life on the na- 
tion’s highways, the heavy expenditure 
for alcoholic beverages contributing to 
physical and moral deterioration of so 
many people, we recommend: 

1. That the General Assembly reaf- 
firm voluntary total abstinence as the 
Christian ideal toward which church 
members should strive. 

2. That the General Assembly direct 
the Division of Christian Relations to 
convene a committee composed of able 
consultants to study the alcohol problem 
and report to the General Assembly with 
pertinent findings and recommendations. 


ll. Labor and Industry 


It is our conviction that God has or- 
dained daily work for man’s welfare and 
happiness. Therefore, in confronting the 
problem of labor and industry as Chris- 
tians, we must seek to discover God’s 
will and conform our life to his will in 
these relationships. 

The South is rapidly becoming indus- 
trialized. Its proportion of the nation’s 
manufacturing facilities has grown from 
nine per cent in 1900 to 22 per cent in 
1957. There are some 33,700 manufac- 
turing establishments in the South today. 
Of these, 22,000 have been located since 
1939. The resulting industrial output 
in this period has risen from $11 billion 
to $6214 billion (See 1957 Directory 
Edition of Manufacturers Record). 
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In addition to its paper on 
“The Prophetic Role of the 
Church” (Outlook, Mar. 17), 
the Council on Christian Rela- 
tions submits a brief discussion 
of several current matters. 











This growth in industry has meant a 
strengthening of the labor movement. 
This is symbolized in the consolidating 
of the CIO and the AFofL. More and 
more the nation’s economy is being de- 
termined by the two great giants, labor 
and industry, around the conference 
table. Increasingly, policies are formed 
and decisions made by the top echelon 
in these two groups. It is important 
therefore for the best interests of the 
nation in making their decisions that the 
leadership of labor and industry alike 
should accept their responsibility to the 
nation. Such leadership should be quick 
to remove corruption and _ injustice 
wherever it is found within the organi- 
zation. As long as dishonest practices 
obtain, whether in labor or industry, the 
confidence of the American people can 
be seriously shaken. 

Many needs are yet to be met ade- 
quately, such as: (1) Proper job oppor- 
tunity for minority groups; (2) Sufficient 
jobs for the handicapped; (3) Using the 
potential of those who have reached the 
age of retirement; (4) Leisure-time ac- 
tivities. 

Keeping in mind the welfare of the 
nation and our responsibility in the fam- 
ily of nations we offer the following rec- 
ommendations: 

1. That church members be urged to 
confront their daily work as Christian 
vocation and to glority God in it. 

2. That, recognizing their responsi- 
bility for the well-being of persons in 
such matters as sufficient wages, health, 
housing and other living conditions, both 
industry and labor seek to deal real- 
istically and forthrightly with injustice 
and corruption of any kind which would 
endanger the American economy and les- 
sen the usefulness of the nation to the 
world. 

3. That our seminaries and other edu- 
cational institutions seek increasingly to 
acquaint students with the problems of 
industry and labor, and to relate them 
to the Christian ethic. 


Ill. Race Relations 

The past year has been marked by 
numerous incidents of violence due to 
racial tension. These incidents have 
usually occurred in areas where efforts 


have been made to obey the law of the 
land with regard to the desegregation of 
public schools, or where there have been 
interracial meetings. In one case a home 
was bombed following the publication of 
a book setting forth differing points of 
view regarding the race problem. In an- 
other case, a man was picked up at ran- 
dom by a mob and mutilated after an 
unsuccessful effort had been made in the 
community to enter a child in school. A 
school was destroyed in a community 
which had begun the process of desegre- 
gation. Another city received interna- 
tional attention when troops were brought 
in to protect students in an integrated 
school. An interracial religious commu- 
nity continued to be harassed, property 
damaged and life endangered by unap- 
prehended assailants. 


As the year came to a close, out of 
3,008 bi-racial districts in the South, 
762 had desegregated. All but 15 of 
these were in border states. A number 
of states continued to circumvent the law 
of the land. Some people are willing to 
abolish the public school system rather 
than comply with the law. 

In the face of increasing racial tension 
there are signs that influential ministers 
and laymen are beginning to assert their 
Christian convictions and speak out 
against un-American and un-Christian 
procedures. In Atlanta 80 ministers is- 
sued a clear statement including six 
principles which sought to arouse the 
conscience of responsible Christian citi- 
zens. The principles upon which the 
statement was based were: 

1. Freedom of speech must at all costs 
be preserved. 

2. As Americans and as Christians we 
have an obligation to obey the law. 


3. The public school system must not be 
destroyed. 


4. Hatred and scorn for those of an- 
other race, or for those who hold a posi- 
tion different from our own, can never be 
justified. 


5. Communication between responsible 
leaders of the races must be maintained. 
6. Our difficulties cannot be solved in 
our own strength or in human wisdom. 
The statement was commended by 
local newspapers and generally well re- 
ceived. Similar statements have been 
issued by church groups in other com- 
munities. Some southern governors have 
given their support to this approach to 
a difficult problem, Notable and praise- 
worthy was the address of Governor Col- 
lins to the Men’s Convention in Miami. 
All laymen and ministers who have 
taken a stand based upon obedience to 
law, respect for human dignity, and 
freedom to enjoy the blessings of a free 
nation are to be commended and assured 
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of the gratitude and prayers of the Gen- 
eral Assembly. 


Principles to Guide 

As the Christian people of the South 
face those problems of race which now 
present us with an unparalleled obliga- 
tion and opportunity, the General Assem- 
bly proposed for careful consideration 
the following principles which in its 
judgment should guide them: 

1. All people have been created in the 
image of God and are to be treated as 
such. Therefore, we should confront 
problems of race against the background 
of a world perspective. 

2. Though differing in outward ap- 
pearance men are essentially one; they 
have fundamentally the same needs, as- 
pirations, hopes and fears. 

3. It is God’s will that the law of 
Christ, i.e., love or goodwill, be operative 
in all human relationships. 

4. To do unto others as we would have 
them do unto us, we must seek sympa- 
thetically and imaginatively to under- 
stand their point of view, their needs, 
aspirations and fears; this is a rule for 
individuals, groups and nations. 

5. The Christian conscience cannot 
rest content with any legal or compulsive 
arrangement that brands any people as 
inferior; which denies them the full right 
of citizenship on the ground of race, color 
or social status; or which prevents them 
from developing to the fullest possible 
extent the potentialities with which they, 
as individuals, have been endowed by the 
Creator. 

6. The recent decision of the Supreme 
Court regarding segregation in the pub- 
lic schools must be recognized as the 
law of the land, and obeyed as such until 
and unless it is changed by legal and 
constitutional methods. 

7. The public school system must be 
preserved and strengthened. To with- 
hold the benefits of a public school edu- 
cation from any child; to prevent any 
community by punitive means from carry- 
ing out its educational responsibility is 
an unwise and dangerous expedient, 

8. Freedom of speech must be pre- 
served at all costs, without the danger of 
economic or political reprisal for those 
who express opinions contrary to our 
own. 

9. Violence, and furious or unre- 
strained language which may incite 
thereto, must be avoided; all organiza- 
tions, hooded or otherwise, which seek 
to take the law in their own hand, and 
all movements which would prevent citi- 
zens from resorting to law in their own 
defense must be opposed. 

10. The right to vote must be made 
secure for citizens without - restrictions 
based on race or color, without preventive 
stratagems which make a mockery of 
democratic processes. 

11. Communication between respon- 
sible leaders of the two races in the South 
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must be developed, strengthened and 
maintained. It is essential that individ- 
ual church members seek to be led by the 
Spirit of Christ in their daily contacts 
with those of other races, and so preserve 
the fellowship of believers in him as 
Lord and Savior. 

12. To the Christian people of the 
South there is now given an opportunity 
to demonstrate the effectiveness of the 
gospel in solving a difficult problem in 
human relations whose far-reaching ef- 
fects are incalculable. God grant that we 
may not fail our nation or our Lord in 
this period of crisis. 


IV. International Relations 

The cold war between the Communists 
and free nations has been given fresh 
impetus by the launching of the earth 
satellite. A new era has suddenly dawned 
upon the world following hard on the 
heels of the beginning of the atomic age. 
So the race is accelerated—almost fran- 
tically—to develop yet more fantastic 
weapons of offensive and defensive war- 
fare. As the struggle goes on the other 
nations of the world watch, wonder and 
work to win the help of the great giants 


in making their own land safe and se- 
cure. In this struggle the voice of the 
church must be heard. 


Recommendations 

1. That the churches be reminded that 
the material strength of a nation is not 
its ultimate strength but rather depends 
upon its obedience to God’s revelation in 
Jesus Christ; that it is “not by might, 
nor by power, but by my Spirit, saith the 
Lord.” 

2. That adequate military defense, 
however necessary, remains insufficient 
as a preventive of war, recognizing that 
we must find ways and means to alleviate 
the poverty, fears, humiliations and in- 
securities of all people if the danger of 
war is to be met; and that we commend 
the efforts of our government toward this 
end. 

3. That church members be urged to 
inform themselves and lend their support 
to the United Nations as an instrument 
of cooperation and goodwill in the world. 


Respectfully submitted, 


Rosert R. Witson, Chairman 
ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON, Secretary 


OVERTURES 


Overtures addressed to the Charlotte General Assembly deal with a variety of 
topics. The presbytery or synod sponsoring the overture is shown in parentheses 


in each case below: 

Status of Elders. What is the status 
of a formerly active elder who is named 
a deacon? Is an inactive elder or deacon 
to be re-examined if he becomes active 
again? (Charleston) 

Brief Statement. An ad interim com- 
mittee of competent persons is requested 
to draw up a brief statement of faith to 
serve “for purposes of guidance and in- 
struction.” (Hanover) 

Representation. A more equitable 
representation for larger churches is 
urged in view of the fact that small con- 
gregations have disproportionate repre- 
sentation in the church courts. (Winches- 
ter) 

Double Predestination. Deletion 
from the Confession of Faith of sections 
III, IV and VII, from Chapter 3 is re- 
quested. These refer to foreordination 
“to everlasting death” and to the number 
of saved and condemned as “so certain 
and definite that it can be neither in- 
creased nor diminished.” (Brazos) 

Extended Boundaries. The request 
is made that the Presbyterian Church, 
U. S., study the feasibility of enlarging 
its territorial boundaries so as to assume 
responsibility beyond its present borders. 
(Louisiana) 

Negro Presbytery. A separate pres- 
bytery for Negro churches in Georgia is 
requested. The Negro churches in Geor- 
gia are presently included in Georgia- 
Carolina Presbytery, which is a presby- 


% 
26 
tery of the Synod of Georgia. (Synod 
of Ga.) 

Independent Church, Savannah. 
It is requested that the Independent 
Church of Savannah, Ga., be regarded as 
a Presbyterian, U. S., church “‘as far as 
its candidates for the ministry are. con- 
cerned” so that such candidates may 
come under the care of presbytery with- 
out changing membership to a U. S. 
church. (Savannah) 

Secretaries. The Assembly is asked 
to “take such steps as are proper to see 
that agency secretaries and others in 
places of leadership in the conduct of 
its affairs uphold the dignity and sanc- 
tity of our church.” (Central Missis- 
sippi) 

Early Reports. The Assembly is ask- 
ed to require that all reports calling for 
study and deliberation be provided com- 
missioners well in advance, possibly in 
a separate section of the Blue Book. 
(North Mississippi) 

Standing Committees. Instead of 
appointments by the retiring Moderator, 
standing committee chairmen would be 
named by a committee including the 
Moderator, the Stated Clerk and the 
chairman of the Office of the General 
Assembly. (Mississippi) 

Assembly at Montreat. Efforts are 
urged so as to make the necessary ar- 
rangements that would enable the Assem- 
bly to meet once more at Montreat. At 
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the present time the college session inter- 
feres. (Greenbrier) 

Agency Reserves. An ad interim 
committee is proposed to study maximum 
reserves required or permitted to be held 
by Assembly agencies, distribution of ex- 
isting reserves, creation of a central in- 
vestment agency, more fully equalizing 
receipts, uniform practices of auditing 
and accounting, the transfer of undesig- 
nated funds to endowment funds, etc. 
(Synod of Texas) 

Literature and Programs. Criticism 
of literature provided and programs sug- 
gested by various agencies, together with 
remedial steps, is offered. (Central Mis- 
sissippi) 

Equalization Fund. Abolition of the 
equalization fund is asked. This fund 
enables Assembly agencies to secure more 
nearly the money approved and called 
for by the General Assembly. (Central 
Mississippi, Mississippi) 

Industrial Relations. Establishment 
of a division or department of industrial 
relations in the Board of Church Exten- 
sion in an effort to minister to increasing 
numbers of southern workers in industry 
is proposed. (Birmingham, Florida, Su- 
wanee, Athens, Guerrant, New Orleans, 
Albemarle, Bethel, Hanover, Brazos, 
Kings Mountain, St. Johns, South Texas, 
Lexington-Ebenezer, Mecklenburg, Lex- 
ington, Charleston) 

Catechism. More effective ways and 
means of teaching the catechism are 
urged. (Syncd of Mississippi) 

A&R Funds. Provision of some of 
the Annuities and Relief trust funds to 
be used as loans for churches for con- 
struction is asked. (Holston) 

Christian Relations. Removal of the 
Christian Relations program from the 
Board of Church Extension is asked. 
(Charleston, Florida) Dissolution of the 
program is urged. (Harmony, Central 
Mississippi, Mississippi, Enoree) 

Churches and Schools. An Assem- 
bly deliverance is asked “as to whether or 
not it is proper for member churches . . . 
to permit the use of their buildings and 
facilities for schools designed to circum- 
vent the Supreme Court ruling through 
the maintenance of segregation on the 
basis of race.” (Lexington, Montgomery) 
Opposition to such use is urged. (Poto- 
mac) 

U. S.-USA Ministers. Amendment 
to the Book of Church Order is requested 
to provide that Presbyterian, USA, min- 
isters, as would be concerned in some 
larger parishes, may perform pastoral 
functions in certain U. S. churches. 
(Synod of Missouri) 

Book of Church Order. Submission 
of the entire Book of Church Order at 
One time instead of by sections is called 
for. The book is now in process of re- 
vision. (Tuscaloosa) 

Montreat Speakers. Executive sec- 
tetaries should be instructed ‘‘to use ex- 
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treme care and diligence in selecting 
speakers and developing programs” for 
the Montreat, N. C., summer conferences 
“in order to insure a high level of Chris- 
tian harmony within the church.” (En- 
oree) 

Defense of Ministers. The Presby- 
tery of Potomac says that many ministers 
have supported the position of the Gen- 
eral Assembly in its statements on race 
relations “out of loyalty to the church 
and in obedience to conscience” and that 
some of these have been “subjected to 
strong pressure to resign their pulpit, be 
morally neutral, or remain silent in such 
a way as to endanger the personal in- 
tegrity “of their ministry, or limit the 
freedom of the pulpit and substitute the 
power of public opinion for the authority 
of God.” The Assembly is asked to pro- 
claim ‘to the church the duty of our 
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ministers to preach the Word of God as 
they understand it in their ministry of 
racial reconciliation,” to make “special 
provisions to render moral support and 
material assistance to those ministers who 
are sacrificing themselves for the honor 
of truth and the unity of the church,” 
and to “recognize the responsibility of 
all individual members of our church 
to form personal judgments in our racial 
situation in the light of the Word of 
God and urge that both ministers and 
lay people cultivate self-restraint, bear 
with one another’s infirmities and respect 
every honest intention to do the will of 
God.” 

Roman Catholic Baptism. Should 
the baptism of Roman Catholics be ac- 
cepted when they become Presbyterians? 
(It is the present practice.—Eds.) (St. 
Johns) 


10-Year Anniversaries 
By JESSE H. BAIRD 


One of a series in which former Mod- 
erators of Presbyterian General Assem- 
blies have been asked to write about 
some of the memories of their Modera- 
torial Year. 


My memories of my moderatorial year 
are being revived by the present rash of 
ten-year anniversaries. In the providence 
of God the year 1948-49 was one of new 
beginnings. The Second World War was 
happily in the past. The shell-shocked 
world was struggling back upon its feet. 
The Christian “spies” had been sent 
out over the world to note the material, 
mental and spiritual wreckage, Out of 
ardent prayer and the pooling of con- 
science, Christians were bringing forth 
new dreams by the dozen for grandiose 
enterprises to serve our Lord and redeem 
the stricken world in his name. This 
plethora of Christian Idealism was grad- 
ually channelling into a few very am- 
bitious new undertakings for our Presby- 
terian Church, USA. To look back today 
is to give the assurance which we greatly 
needed then, but could only grasp by 
faith. These enterprises were indeed of 
God and his Spirit was leading. 

During that year: The World Council 
of Churches was born in Amsterdam, 
Holland. The Presbyterian World Al- 
liance was reborn in Geneva, Switzer- 
land. Our noble periodical, Presbyterian 
Life, was launched with fear and trem- 
bling, urged forward by the inspired de- 
termination of the late William Hanz- 
sche. Paul Moser and his Presbyterian 
Men became a going organization while 
all of us groaned over the expense and 





DR. BAIRD, then president of San Francisco 
Theological Seminary, was Moderator of the 
Presbyterian, USA, Assembly of 1948. 


labor attached. The New Curriculum 
emerged from the shadows of the ex- 
perimental, through tremendous financial 
hazards, into the clear air of the assured 
and established. General Assembly’s De- 
partment of Ministerial Relations caught 
its stride and began its work of rem- 
edying one of Presbyterianism’s most 
scandalous weaknesses—the filling of 
vacant pulpits, thanks to the vision of 
Ex-Moderator Roy Ewing Vale. The 
preliminary work was nearing comple- 
tion for the National Council of 
Churches. 

With deep humility (for I was author 
of none), I look back and thank God 
that I was privileged to wield the gavel 
or participate otherwise in these historic 
beginnings. 

Sent from Matanzos, Cuba 
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EDITORIAL 


U.S. G. A.—Charlotte 


Some Overtures 


Some of the overtures addressed to the 
Charlotte General Assembly deserve a 
few words of comment. 


Extended Boundaries. The overture 
from the Presbytery of Louisiana has 
already received our comment (OUTLOOK, 
Sept. 30, page 8). Therefore, it will be 
no surprise to our readers that such a 
proposal as is made in the overture leaves 
us cold. 

The background of the overture ac- 
tually reflects opposition to the union of 
the U. S. and USA churches. This is 
obvious also because what is proposed 
would involve a violation, or, at least 
a reconsideration, of every existing 
comity agreement. 

Some people profess to be unmoved by 
the crying need for the reunion of Amer- 
ican Presbyterians. Some of them say 
it would be all right, but there is no 
urgency about it, for after all we are 
getting along pretty well as we are. Such 
people obviously are not well acquainted 
with existing situations in many areas 
of the churches, particularly in the 
border sections. They do not know the 
pathetic weaknesses in many organiza- 
tional and program activities that are 
brought about in these areas because of 
the long-standing division. It is cer- 
tainly not a situation that anyone in his 
right mind would sit down and plan to 
seek, but this overture would seem to be 
calling for exactly that sort of pattern to 
be projected in every other possible situ- 
ation. It is unrealistic and unsound, and 
it is hardly likely that any General As- 
sembly will give it much attention. 














Slur. The overture condemning the 
agency secretaries, sponsored by Central 
Mississippi Presbytery, seems to us to be 
an unworthy proposal from any area. If 
there have been indiscreet actions on the 
part of any agency servant these might 
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well be taken up with the employing 
board. As the statement stands (see page 
6), it can mean anything or nothing at 
all. We suspect that it means the latter. 


Advance Reports. The overture from 
North Mississippi Presbytery has our 
hearty sympathy as it seeks to make sure 
that every report to be considered by an 
Assembly is prepared and in the hands 
of the commissioners well ahead of time. 
This is a part of a continuing effort in 
which we have been concerned and in- 
volved for a long time. It is our convic- 
tion that it is not enough simply to have 
these reports printed in the Blue Book 
and distributed to the commissioners, 
however early that can be done. In such 
a volume of compact reports it is diffi- 
cult for anything to get the attention that 
it deserves. Therefore, we find ourselves 
in an annual effort, beginning in Jan- 
uary or sooner, seeking to have every 
possible communication to the respective 
Assemblies so that these can be reported 
and, if possible, discussed widely before 
action is taken. Although some commit- 
tees seek to hold their reports back until 
the last minute in the U. S. church, the 
policy providing for the advance publi- 
cation of this material is much more free 
and open than it is in the USA church 
where nothing is released ahead of the 
appearance of the Blue Book and some 
items not even until after the Assembly 
itself has acted. 


Standing Committees. The Mis- 
sissippi request that others share in the 
appointment of the chairmen of stand- 
ing committees of the Assembly would 
hardly seem to be necessary since every 
Moderator is careful to consult with the 
Stated Clerk and others in the appoint- 
ment of chairmen, but the responsibility 
must be his own. After all, why should 
a Stated Clerk or other officials have 
something to do with naming these chair- 
men? 


Literature Attacks. Attacks upon 
various parts of the church’s literature or 
phases of its program are perennial. The 
literature or the group involved is usually 
determined by some current emphasis. 
Those responsible for literature and pro- 
grams have learned to listen with respect 
to criticisms and suggestions from any 
quarter, but they know what would be 
the result if everything objectionable 
were removed and if ‘all were reduced 
to the dead and deadening uniformity 
that such a policy as is proposed would 
seem to dictate. 


Equalization Fund. We have never 
quite understood the occasional objections 
directed toward an Assembly’s designa- 
tion of an Equalization Fund which will 
enable various parts of the Assembly- 
approved program to approach more 
nearly the minimum amount of money 
needed. Individuals still can give their 
money to any cause they wish and they 


can be sure it gets to the place authorized, 
Most givers, however, are concerned sim- 
ply about the welfare of the church’s 
total program. They want their money 
used in line with the total policy which 
the church courts formulate. They cer- 
tainly don’t want more of their money 
going to agencies that have received more 
than was expected, while others have 
fallen far below their basic needs. 


Industrial Relations. The effort 
which has secured the most widespread 
backing this year calls for establishment 
of a division or department in the Board 
of Church Extension to project and guide 
a ministry to the increasing numbers of 
laboring people in the South. No part 
of the program at the present time is 
quite specific or inclusive enough for this 
work. Early reports from 19 presby- 
teries show that they have sponsored 
overtures seeking this objective. The 
plan was made last summer in the midst 
of a churchwide meeting held at Mon- 
treat during the Church Extension con- 
ference, The present overtures now re- 
flect the reactions to the study made at 
that time. It would be easy to authorize 
a “study” to see whether such a need 
exists. This is not needed since the facts 
in hand already speak eloquently of the 
need. With its obvious and widespread 
advance support, this effort should claim 
the Assembly’s enthusiastic endorsement. 


Christian Relations. Overtures call- 
ing for a rearrangement of the Christian 
Relations program will be found to be in 
line with a study made in recent years 
issuing in a recommendation which will 
be made by the General Council to the 
the Charlotte Assembly (OuTLooK, Dec. 
2 and page 4 this issue), This will 
mean that the Christian Relations Com- 
mittee will have no employed executive 
and a very small budget, but it will be 
able to operate as other permanent com- 
mittees do. Meanwhile, the Board of 
Christian Education is being asked to 
make a suitable addition to its staff in 
this field. 

Several other overtures seek the aboli- 
tion of the total Christian Relations pro- 
gram and effort. This is a revival of an 
old-time effort that for many years was 
the climax of the annual Assembly. In the 
days when the Committee on Social and 
Moral Welfare made what now would 
appear to be mild and entirely reasonable 
statements in the area of Christian Rela- 
tions, that committee had to fight for its 
life, and it did so under the good leader- 
ship of Stuart R. Oglesby and others who 
kept it going until it was finally dignified 
and provided for with an adequate budget 
and employed leadership. It should be 
recognized that the attacks on the Chris- 
tian Relations program reflect a basically 
different idea about religion and the 
church and its involvement in the world 
of its time. Many of those who want the 
Christian Relations program banned 
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SOLITUDE 
By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 


Jesus ... departed again into a moun- 
tain himself alone.—John 6:15, KJv. 

He went up into the hills, and called 
to him those whom he desired . . . and 
he appointed twelve, to be with him.— 
Mark 3:13, 14. 


MONG LIFE’S many rhythms is 

the swing between the solitary and 
the social; between wanting to see the 
face of no man, and intensely desiring 
a living face. Jesus himself illustrated 
this, it was part of his human-ness. There 
were times when he went out alone, and 
none followed him. There were other 
times when he even demanded compan- 
ionship. And there was one night in 
Gethsemane when the three friends he 
chose to share the dark hour failed him, 
and he had to drink the bitter cup alone. 

Is solitude good or bad? The poets 

are not agreed on this. One writes: 

“I am monarch of all I survey, 

My right there is none to dispute; 

From the center all round to the sea 

I am lord of the fowl and the brute. 

O Solitude, where are thy charms 

That sages have seen in thy face? 

Better dwell in the midst of alarms 

Than reign in this horrible place.” 


Against this poetic unhappy Robinson 
Crusoe we have to place a different point- 
of-view. Wordsworth, thinking about 
daffodils, wrote: 

“So when upon my coach I lie 

In vacant or in pensive mood, 


They flash upon that inward eye 
Which is the bliss of solitude.” 


HERE IS plainly a good and a bad 

side to solitude. The bad is known 
to every prisoner who dreads “solitary” 
more than the lash. It is expressed in 
the story of Robinson Crusoe, it is found 
on many pages of Admiral Byrd’s fa- 
mous book describing his lonely months 
in the Antarctic waste, “Alone.” On the 
other hand there is a good side to it, and 
persons denied it become worn down, 
irritable, even sometimes dangerous. Dr. 
R. B. Robertson, writing in Lire about 
his experience in Antarctica under pres- 
ent conditions, says, “The worst and 
most constant strain the new antarctic 
city-dweller had to face . . . was the ab- 
solute impossibility of being alone.” He 
describes the various devices tried by the 
men down under in order to gain even 
a few hours’ time by themselves. 

When is solitude good and when is it 
bad? It is bad when it is total and per- 
manent. Men and women may find com- 
pany in dogs or cats or parakeets, some 
even find companionship of a sort in 
trees and flowers. But there is no sub- 
stitute for the human race, there is no 
substitute for human company. The 
Mexican production of Robinson Crusoe 
set forth vividly yet subtly the change for 
the worse that comes even on a good man 
and strong, when year after year he has 
no company but “the fowl and the brute.” 
He comes down to the point where even 
one footprint of a human being terrifies 
him. One man by himself is no man at 
all, the Greek proverb says. 





would be entirely happy to see a church 
where its efforts were confined to its own 
walls and personal evangelistic endeavors. 
They appear to be unaware of the fact 
that this is precisely the kind of church 
that allowed the menace of a rising na- 
tionalism to come to its peak under 
Hitler, and, in the Russian Orthodox 
Church, has seen an almost complete 
subservience to the political order. 

In these efforts to abolish the total 
Christian Relations program we ought 
to be well aware of the fact that some of 
those who espouse such a move would 
like to see a very different kind of church 
from what we now have. 


Use of Churches. Perhaps one of 
the most difficult situations that will con- 
front the Charlotte Assembly will have 
to do with overtures calling for a clari- 
fication of the relationship of the 
churches to the present efforts against 
segregated public schools. Some presby- 
teries ask for the Assembly to condemn 
any possible use of church buildings in 
efforts to circumvent the Supreme Court 
tuling on this subject. This appears to 
be in line with the overwhelming feeling 
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of a number of leading denominational 
figures whose testimony appeared in these 
columns in our issue of January 13. This 
is a tedious and difficult subject and it 
must be handled with courage and with 
care, It would seem inconceivable that 
the Assembly should call for support of 
the Supreme Court and its implementa- 
tion as it did in 1954 and then would 
look with indifference upon churches that 
might lend themselves to efforts toward 
circumvention. 


Montreat. The overture from Enoree 
(S.C.) Presbytery seeking to remove 
every possible controversial discussion 
from Montreat reflects another recurring 
effort. In a recent Southern Baptist dis- 
cussion of a related matter, a pastor wrote 
these words which might well be en- 
graved on every pulpit: 


“Whenever the pulpit or any other 
agency of the church ceases to be pro- 
phetic and to grapple with issues which 
are controversial, it thereby passes over 
all issues which are vital; and when it 
ignores vital issues, it parts company 
with its Lord and thus gives up its right 
to exist in his name.” 


Solitude is bad when it is empty. Look 
around you on a bus, train or plane and 
see what the passengers are doing. Either 
they are trying to talk to total strangers, 
or they are trying to fill their solitude 
with something. It is the blank vacancy 
of solitude that makes even a few hours 
of it seem unbearable. Wordsworth knew 
that one does not have to be literate, with 
a book or the price of it in his pocket, 
to enjoy solitude. Anyone with a love of 
beauty and a fair memory can remember 
daffodils. The “inward eye” is indeed 
the bliss of solitude. “Remembered Beau- 
ty’s white, immortal flower” blossoms 
best in solitary hours. 


O SOLITUDE has its good side. 
Part.of it is memory, and not simple 
memory but reflection on the meaning of 
what one has seen. In solitude also a 
man has to face himself. We take refuge 
most of the time in the plural, so to 
speak, One is part of a gang, a club, 
a family. The “core of the I,” as Doug- 
las Steere calls it, is seldom to be dis- 
covered in a crowd. The prodigal son, 
you remember, we may be pretty sure 
had companions in riotous living. But 
the day came when his only companions 
were swine. No one gave him anything, 
no man spoke to him. But that was the 
day he came to himself. After all, we 
can fancy him saying to himself, Who is 
the swine down here—these animals who 
are made so, or I who was not made for 
this at all? He came to himself, and 
what he saw he did not like. If what a 
man sees he likes entirely, when he comes 
to himself, he has still a distance to go. 
But if the prodigal’s solitude was good, 
it would have been bad if he had re- 
mained in it, degraded and forsaken. 
Coming to himself meant he must seek 
his father’s house. So solitude is at its 
best, and best for man, when it drives 
him to the One from whom there is no 
hiding place. It is good to remember his 
bestowals of beauty, in the silent hours; 
it is best to find Him. 
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“DRAMATIC” PROGRESS REPORTED 
IN U.P.-USA NEGOTIATIONS 


New York (RNS)—‘Dramatic prog- 
ress” in the working out of details for 
the merger of the Presbyterian Church, 
USA, and the United Presbyterian 
Church of North America was reported 
here. 

Samuel C. Weir of Dearborn, Mich., 
chairman of the Special Committee on 
Consolidations, which is planning for 
the merger of the two churches into the 
United Presbyterian Church in the USA, 
on May 28, said following a two-day 
meeting of the committee that synods 
and presbyteries of both denominations 
have detailed plans for unification. 

Eight of the 11 synods of the United 
church have worked out plans for merger 
with existing Presbyterian, USA, synods, 
he said, and a ninth has plans under 
way. The two other synods are expected 
to be ready to report by the time the 
joint General Assembly opens in Pitts- 
burgh on May 28. 

The committee adopted a formula for 
increasing the minimum size of presby- 
teries from five ministers to 12 ministers 
and 12 churches, and efforts to have at 
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least 40 churches in each presbytery were 
recommended. 

Combination of some of the smaller 
synods, which are made up of groups of 
presbyteries, to increase their effective- 
ness also was urged. 

Recommendations for combining boards 
of the two denominations will be pre- 
sented to the General Assembly by the 
committee, which also approved a plan 
to group all overseas mission work and 
inter-church relations in a new Com- 
mission on Ecumenical Mission and Re- 
lations. 

An “ideal” for a cooperative “univer- 
sity of theology” was reported by West- 
ern Seminary of the USA church and 
Pittsburgh-Xenia Seminary of the United 
church, both in Pittsburgh. 

Plan for merger of men’s and women’s 
lay organization of the two churches into 
united groups will be referred to the Gen- 
eral Assembly. 

A new Commission on Evangelism 
under the Board of National Missions 
was proposed by the committee, and a 
goal of union of the two pension funds 
of the existing denominations by 1961 
was announced. 

The committee is composed of 40 min- 
isters and laymen, 20 from each of the 
merging denominations. 





#3 


LOUISVILLE FELLOWSHIPS — Louisville 
Seminary’s President Frank H. Caldhere con- 
gratulates Harry Hassall, Nashville, Tenn., 
upon receiving the Patterson Memorial Fel- 
lowship. Hassall has been hospitalized with 
hepatitis, a liver ailment. Looking on is 
Lewis M. Johnson, Jefferscntown, Ky., who 
won the Walker Fellowship. Other recip- 
ients: James M. Efird, Kannapolis, N. C. 
(Anderson); Franc M. Guthrie, McCredie, 
Mo. (Christian Education); William A. Hei- 
mach, Philadelphia (anonymous donor); Rob- 
ert D. Kaylor, Decatur, Ala. (Noyes). An 
alumni fellowship was awarded to Jack A. 
Worthington, Memphis, Tenn., for the third 
year. He is studying at the University of 
Chicago. 
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Hays Is Defended 
Against Attack 


WASHINGTON, D. C. (RNs)—A leader 
of the National Association for the ad- 
yancement of Colored People demanded 
that Rep. Brooks Hays (D.-Ark.) cancel 
plans to visit Soviet Russia on a mission 
of friendship to Russian Baptists, call- 
ing him “unworthy” to represent Amer- 
ican Christians in a foreign country. 

The attack on Mr. Hays, president of 
the Southern Baptist Convention, brought 
immediate protests from representatives 
of other religious groups attending a two- 
day meeting of the Civil Liberties vol- 
untary groups interested in civil rights. 

Col. Francis Pickens Miller, president 
of the Virginia Council of Churches, and 
a prominent Presbyterian layman, de- 
fended Mr. Hays after he was bitterly 
attacked by Clarence Mitchell, Wash- 
ington director of the NAACP. 

Mr. Mitchell criticized Rep. Hays for 
introducing a resolution in Congress to 
set up a new Joint Committee on Civil 
Rights to study the impact of integration 
on the public schools and find ways of 
better meeting the problems which court 
decisions are bringing to communities in 
the South. 

The NAACP leader said that Mr. 
Hays “would turn back the clock of 
integration” and said that his bill was 
“a repudiation of everything the Chris- 
tian faith stands for.” 

Col. Miller said that he thought it was 
unfortunate that a meeting sponsored by 
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many religious agencies had been used 
as a forum for a “personal attack” on 
Mr. Hays. 

Informed of the attack on him, Rep. 
Hays said, ‘I don’t want to reply with 
any heat at all.” 

“T feel that Mr. Mitchell has not 
studied my statement,” said the Baptist 
leader. “I respect his right to differ with 
me on the wisdom of it but I regret he’s 
raised any question about motive.” 

“Tt has been my purpose throughout 
life to build bridges of understanding 
between the races,” Mr, Hays said. 

The congressman and Clarence W. 
Cranford, pastor of Calvary Baptist 
church, Washington, D. C., president of 
the American Baptist Convention, plan 
to visit Moscow April 15-21 to carry 
fraternal greetings of Baptists in the 


United States to their co-religionists in 
Russia. 
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To help laymen find a deeper and more fruitful understanding 
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The Church’s Assurance of Victory 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 


Sunday School Lesson for April 6, 1958 
John 20:26-29; Ephesians 1:15-23 


A characteristic of modern man is his 
uncertainty regarding the future, uncer- 
tainty regarding his personal future, and 
uncertainty regarding the future of our 
civilization. 

When we turn to the New Testament 
we seem to be living in another world. 
The disciples of Christ were few in num- 
ber and opposition was rising. Yet Chris- 
tians faced the world unafraid, with 
assurance of ultimate victory. Their con- 
fidence was based on faith in the resur- 
rection of Jesus from the dead. The 
general feeling following the crucifixion 
was one of disillusionment. As the two 
disciples on the road to Emmaus sadly 
declared, “We had hoped that he was the 
one to redeem Israel.” “We had hoped,” 
they said, but now quite plainly hope 
was dead. 

Then came the report that the tomb 
was empty. Word came quickly that the 
Master had been seen by Mary Mag- 
dalene, by the other women hurrying 
back from the tomb, by the two disciples 
on the road to Emmaus, by ten of the 
disciples gathered together in the upper 
room. 


I. From Despondency to Hope 

Thomas, one of the Twelve, was not 
present on this last occasion. Why? We 
cannot be sure, but Thomas, as he ap- 
pears in the Gospel record, was a man 
of doubt, inclined toward pessimism. The 
impression produced on him by the death 
of his Master was probably one of pro- 
found discouragement. This is confirmed, 
Godet suggests, by the manner in which 
he receives the testimony of his brethren. 
There is tenacity even in the form of his 
words. “Unless I see his hands with the 
mark of the nails, and put my fingers 
where the nails were and put my hands 
into his side, I refuse to believe this.” 
These were his words (Moffatt’s transla- 
tion). We can feel the disciples’ indig- 
nation. They blamed him for his care- 
less absence. They flouted him for his 
lack of faith. They branded him as a 
heretic for his hesitation. 

Not so Jesus, A week later. the dis- 
ciples were together again, and Thomas 
was with them. Though the doors were 
closed, Jesus entered and stood among 
them, saying, ‘Peace be with you.” As 
kindly and gently as ever, he made him- 
self known to the hesitant Thomas. “Put 
your finger here, and see my hands,” 
he said “and put out your hand and place 
it in my side; do not be faithless, but 
believing.” 

Do the words imply a mild rebuke? 
I would say, not. We are deceived by a 
faulty translation. Jesus said, “Do not 
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become faithless, but become believing.” 
It is not improper to ask for proof, he 
indicated. You have every right to ask 
your questions and require your evidence. 
You desire assurance. You may have it. 
But only if you are willing to advance 
along the way that has been opened to 
you. You are now at the branching of 
the roads. Along one way lies faithless- 
ness, along the other belief. Put me to 
the test, and you will be convinced. 

“Then Thomas, the doubter, met upon 
the very grounds of his doubt, over- 
whelmed to find Jesus unwilling to 
shrink from examination; conquered by 
the Lord’s aggressive demand that he be 
submitted to every possible test, did not 
reach forth his hand, did not touch with 
his fingers, but humbly satisfied, con- 
fessed himself conquered by the honest 
submission of Jesus.” He did more; ris- 
ing by a single bound from the lowest 
degree of faith to the highest, he pro- 
claimed the divinity of his Master in a 
more categorical expression than all those 
which had ever come from the lips of 
any of his fellow-believers, “My Lord 
and my God.” 

Jesus replied, “Have you believed be- 
cause you have seen me? Blessed are 
those who have not seen and yet believe.” 

“This was no studied rebuke of incre- 
dulity. This was no attempt to classify 
Thomas as among the unhappy believers. 
This was a challenge to the honest wit- 
nessing of a convinced man. And a com- 
mand to spread the news of Christ’s fear- 
lessness among those who might never 
see him. Thomas had been convinced. 
May there be many who will find like 
conviction through the uncompromising 
loyalty of the satisfied doubter. Go, tell 
doubters everywhere that Jesus is not 
afraid of dangers foreseen, not afraid of 
honest questions sincerely broached, not 


afraid of the utmost scrutiny from any 
mind.” 


From that scene went Thomas, ready 
to be faithful to his trust. We catch our 
last glimpse of him waiting there in the 
upper room for the power of the Spirit. 
According to tradition, he labored in 
Parthia and Persia, and finally in India, 
dying at the last a martyr’s death for the 
Master who had conquered his doubt. 
Thomas was only one of those whose 
hopelessness had turned to unconquerable 
hope. As Harris Franklin Rall has writ- 
ten: 


“When Jesus was seized (the disciples) 
fled. Most of them remained in hiding. 
They were overwhelmed and apparently 
without hope. Jesus was just then a glo- 
rious and precious memory, but that was 
all: ‘We hoped that it was he who should 
redeem Israel.’ Then came the change. 
These fearful men come out of their hid- 
ing and stand forth boldly in the very 


presence of those who slew their Master. 
Their despondency has given place to a 
joy such as they had not known even in 
the days that Jesus was with them. They 
have a message and cannot be silent, a 
hope that nothing can shake. And all this 
stands the test of time; it is not the en- 
thusiasm of a moment. Persecution does 
not abate it, the years do not lessen it. It 
becomes a new movement of life and 
power. It spreads through the Roman 
world. It lives on when at length the old 
Roman empire passes, until at last it 
comes in our own day. Only one thing can 
explain all this; the disciples knew be 
yond a doubt that Jesus lived, that his 
death was not a defeat, and that his final 
victory was sure.” 

ll. The Fulness of Him Who Fills 

All in All 

The church’s assurance of victory, 
born on the first Easter morning, found 
expression a generation later in Paul’s 
letter to the Ephesians. The Epistle 
opens with a paen of praise to God who 
has blessed us “with every spiritual 
blessing in the heavenly spheres even as 
he chose us in him before the foundation 
of the world that we should be holy and 
blameless before him in love... .” In- 
cluded in these manifold blessings in 
Christ is insight into God’s plan ulti- 
mately “to unite all things in (Christ), 
things in heaven and things on earth” 
(Ephesians 1:3-10). 

Paul’s thanksgiving is followed as 
usual by a prayer for the recipients of 
his letter. The prayer begins with giving 
of thanks and passes on to intercession. 
The Apostle thanks God not for the ma- 
terial prosperity of the church but for 
their faith in the Lord Jesus and for 
their love toward all the saints (i.e., all 
of those who have committed themselves 
to Christ). This was Paul’s general 
habit. As a general rule, in his letters 
he offers thanks to God for believers’ 
faith in Jesus, frequently also for their 
love, and at times for their hope. Faith, 
hope, love—these are three distinctive 
Christian virtues; and are the things for 
which one should be most grateful in 
any church. 

Paul passes from thanksgiving to in- 
tercession. The prayer is offered to the 
God of our Lord Jesus Christ—the God 
whom we have learned to know in Jesus 
Christ, the God who in Jesus makes him- 
self known to man; the Father of glory; 
one, that is, whom we can approach with 
the simple confidence and affection of a 
child—our Father in heaven; one whom 
we reverence at the same time as the sum 
and source of all perfection. 

The prayer is for knowledge, for a 
knowledge of him. Knowledge in other 
realms is desirable and necessary. At 
present there is in America a mounting 
concern for more men with a knowledge 
of mathematics and science. And such 
knowledge we must have in the service 
of the nation, But Paul is praying that 
we may have a knowledge of God, not 
merely of nature in its manifestations 
and potentialities, but of ultimate reality, 
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of God himself and his purpose for man- 
kind. Because such knowledge can be 
given only by God and because the con- 
ditions of its reception are spiritual 
rather than intellectual, Paul prays that 
“the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the 
Father of glory, may give you a spirit of 
wisdom and of revelation in the knowl- 
edge of him,” which may mean a “re- 
ceptive spirit, an inward disposition and 
eagerness to enter into the truth which 
God has to reveal” or, as other expositors 
think, the Holy Spirit, who alone can 
lift the veil, and make God and his pur- 
poses known to us. “Having the eyes of 
your hearts enlightened,” Paul adds, 
“that you may know. .. .” In Hebrew 
psychology the heart was primarily the 
seat of the affections and the will. The 
Bible does not belittle the intellectual 
faculties, and neither must we. But God 
is not known by intellectual process alone 
—not primarily by an intellectual proc- 
ess, we might add. God can richly use 
minds which are surrendered to him. But 
they must be surrendered. And it is the 
heart, our inner nature, which bids us to 
believe, to trust, to commit ourselves to 
God. So Paul prays that the eyes of our 
hearts may be enlightened that we may 
know—what? Three things: (1) the 
hope to which he has called us; (2) the 
riches of his glorious inheritance in the 
saints; and (3) the immeasurable great- 
ness of his power in us who believe. 

God’s call has come to us in the past; 
our glorious inheritance is to be realized 
in the future; the immeasurable greatness 
of his power is experienced in the present 
—but past, present, and future—our call, 
our hope, our inheritance and the divine 
power available in Jesus are all insep- 
arably intertwined. 

Paul prays first that we may know 
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what is the hope to which he has called 
us. God has called us in Christ, he has 
laid hold upon our hearts and wills, and 
we have responded to that call in faith. 
Involved in that call is a great hope— 
a hope for our own individual future, 
for our final salvation, as explained in 
1:5-8; involved also as Paul explains in 
1:9-10 is a hope for the universe, that 
in the fulness of time, God will unite all 
things in Christ. Paul prays that God 
may open our eyes to perceive this hope. 
Otherwise we shall not perceive it. A 
man who does not have faith in God as 
revealed in Jesus Christ cannot have such 
hope. His hope is bound to the world, 
based on worldly things, at the mercy of 
worldly events, which is one of the rea- 
sons why so many today are devoid of 
hope. It is a prayer which is greatly 
needed in our own time. 

Paul prays, in the second place, that 
we may know ‘what are the riches of his 
glorious inheritance in the saints.” Note, 
it is not the riches of our inheritance, 
but the riches of his glorious inheritance, 
in which we are to share. This is in real- 
ity a part of the hope of our calling; 
and so we can pass on to the third aspect 
of the knowledge of God involved in 
Paul’s prayer, and the one on which he 
places supreme emphasis—that is, the 
power of God which is now working in 
us for the realization of God’s great plan 
in us and in the universe. Theodore 
Wedel reminds us: 

“Christ as present power, rather than 
Christ as an admired person in history, 
was for the early Christians the para- 
mount miracle. Not that the ‘historical 
Jesus’ was forgotten. The stories of him 
told in our Gospels were treasured and 
became oral tradition. The present power 
of Christ could find no explanation except 
by way of the great drama of the Incarna- 
tion. Yet it was his living power and 
presence, not his memory which amazed 
the early converts most—the immeasur- 
able greatness of his power in us who 
believe.” (Interpreter’s Bible) 

Paul has much to say about this power 
and its manifestations in us in the verses 
that follow, but he begins in the passage 
before us by reminding us that this pow- 
er which is working within us (and 
which, in 3:20 he reminds us, enables 
God to do far more abundantly than all 
that we ask or think) is the same power 
which raised Christ from the dead and 
made him sit at his right hand in the 
heavenly places, far above all rule and 
authority and dominion, and above every 
name that is named. . . . The reference 
here is to various types of spiritual beings 
who were supposed to hold sway over 
different departments of the universe. 
In the religious philosophies of the day 
great attention was given to such mat- 
ters. Paul is not putting his imprimatur 
on such beliefs. What he wishes to em- 
phasize is that there is no power in the 
universe comparable to that of the risen 
and exalted Christ. There is no dark 
power working in our subconscious, 


there is no lethal power locked in nature, 
there is no undiscovered power in space, 
he might say to us, which is comparable 
to Christ’s power. And all such powers 
in the universe have been put, and ulti- 
mately will be brought under the domin- 
ion of Christ. 

Bishop Francis G. Ensley writes: 

“The question as to the nature of ulti- 
mate reality is crucial for every one of 
us, because in the long run the universe 
is going to win. What is the use of trying 
to fashion a peaceful world if the Creator 
is himself a Stalin or a Hitler? What 
hope is there for brotherhood if Nature 
is heartless, red in tooth and claw? Why 
be kind and loving, if, when life is over, 
God sacks you and leaves you unremem- 
bered on his ash heap of eternal death? 
What motive can there be for building a 
meaningful earth if the universe as a 
whole is meaningless. To think that we 
can establish a just and loving society in 
a heartless universe is as foolish as to 
try to grow oranges inside the Arctic 
Circle. Is the climate for or against us 
as we try to raise a crop of kindness on 
our earth? That is the basic question.” 
(Paui’s Letters to the Churches) 


In his letter to the Ephesians Paul tells 
us that “the universe is on the side of 
the gospel. The world is not moving on 
toward chaos; it is moving on to Christ. 
The dominant forces of the universe will 
conserve what he emboded; they will de- 
stroy ultimately what he opposed.” 

This Christ who is to become supreme 
throughout the universe had been made 
head over all things to the church, which 
is his body, the fulness of him who fills 
all in all. There is much in this great 
verse which invites comment. The thrust 
of the verse however is found in the last 
clause, The church, as the body of Christ, 
is the fulness of him who fills all in all. 
The point is that God’s great purpose 
to unite all things in Christ (1:10) is to 
be progressively realized in and through 
the church. As Francis W. Beare writes, 
the church “is the organ by which he 
(Christ) manifests his presence and his 
power and brings to fulfillment the di- 
vine purpose ‘to unite all things in him.’” 
Paul expands the idea in the remainder 
of his epistle. In Christ we become new 
men—with a new outlook on life— 
created in Christ Jesus for good works 
which God prepared beforehand that we 
should walk in them (2:10). Barriers 
which divided men from their fellowmen 
are broken down as men become recon- 
ciled to God in one body (the church) 
through the cross (2:16). In other words 
the unity of all men in the church pic- 
tures and foreshadows the ultimate unity 
of all things in Christ (3:10). It is in the 
light of this great mission, Paul proceeds 
to argue (chapters 4-6), that the church 
is to direct its total life. For God’s pur- 
pose is fulfilled only as the church in- 
deed functions as the body of Christ, 
recognizing and yielding in all things 
to Christ as its head. 
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BOOK NOTES 


JOB: POET OF EXISTENCE. By Samuel 
Terrien. The Bobbs-Merrill Co., Indianapolis. 
249 pp., $3.75. 

The Book of Job, like the classics, is 
much talked about, but little read. For 
this reason, and several others noted on 
pp. 16-20, Professor Terrien, Auburn 
Professor of Old Testament at Union 
Theological Seminary, New York, has 
written an excellent work on Job for the 
general reader “to give him a fuller 
knowledge, clearer understanding and 
deeper appreciation of the religious and 
literary values of a truly great dramatic 

— 

The writer of this penetrating study 
makes the interesting point that it was 
only because of the prose framework of 
the story which upholds the orthodox 
doctrine of divine retribution that the 
radical, unorthodox and highly offensive 
poem was preserved in the Hebrew- 
Christian tradition. Yet it is precisely 
the impatient, impious and unorthodox 
Job of the poem who speaks to modern 
man’s predicament. 

Prof. Terrien clearly shows that the 
poet of Job did not attempt to solve the 
problem of evil, nor did he propose a 
vindication of the justice of God. The 
main purpose of the writer was rather to 
show how joy and security can come to 
a man in sorrow when he surrenders 
himself by faith to a Divine Person who 
is both creator and redeemer of his soul. 
The sheer knowledge of a Supreme Being 
who cares is the only sure answer to 
man’s frustrations and fears, Even death 
loses its sting for Job when he is as- 
sured of a vision of God in the afterlife 
(ch. 19). 

The poet of Job makes a good case 
for pure religion. God “is not a mere 
adjunct of a social group, be it Israel, 
the church, the United States of America 
or Western Culture.” The essence of true 
religion, as Job came to find out, is “‘faith 
in a Deity who transcends all human 
interests and even morality.” 

Like Prof. Terrien’s earlier work on 
The Psalms, this book is replete with 
literary quotations of the widest variety. 
In the interest of smoother and easier 
reading, the author wisely directs the 
reader to his excellent Introduction and 
Exegesis of Job in The Interpreter’s 
Bible (Vol. 3) for information regarding 
the technical problems of text and Jan- 
guage. The reviewer knows of no better 
popular treatment of the literary, intel- 
lectual and theological problems of Job 
than this well-written volume by Prof. 
Terrien. 





CHARLES T. FRITSCH. 
Princeton Theological Seminary. 
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THE SPIRIT OF MAN. Edited by Whit 
Burnett. Hawthorn Books, Inc., New York. 
412 pp., $5. 

This is another one of those grand 
anthologies of stirring stories of the hu- 
man spirit collected by Whit Burnett. 
Some earlier anthologies were This Is 
My Best, The Seas of God, and others. 
The stories are written, many of them, 
by well known people (D. H. Lawrence, 
Sherwood Anderson, William James, 
Pearl Buck, Tillich, Santyana, Schweit- 
zer, C. §. Lewis and others). The uni- 
fying theme of these selections is, as the 
title indicates, the spirit of man in its 
infinite variety, facing the trials of life 
and death, 
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The Church: The Gifted and the Retarded 
Child. Charles F. Kemp. Bethany Press, 
St. Louis, Mo. $3.50. 

Visible Glory. Fred Z. Browne. 
wich Book Publishers, N. Y. $2.50. 
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The Prayer Telephone. Archie Penman. 
Greenwich Book Publishers, N. Y. $2.50. 

Our Marching Orders in Evangelism. J. 
Clyde Yates. The American Press, N. Y. 
$2.75. 

Woman in the Church. Russell C. Prohl. 
Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., Grand 
Rapids, Mich. $2. 

Meeting God Through Amos. John B. 
Hardie. Upper Room, Nashville. 15¢, paper. 

How to Make Better Grades. Philip A. 
Robbins. Par Publishing Co., Los Angeles, 
Calif. $3.50, paper. 

How to Study. Clifford T. Morgan & 
James Deese. McGraw-Hill Book Co., Inc., 
N. Y. $1.50, paper. 

John Wyclif and the First English Bible. 
P. W. H. Frederick. Book Store, Central 
Lutheran Theological Seminary, Fremont, 
Nebr. 75¢, paper. 

Faith at Work. Edited by Samuel M. 
Shoemaker. Hawthorn Books, Ine., N. Y. 
$4.95. 

God’s Wayside Beauty. Gladys 
Jeffcoat. Vantage Press, N. Y. $2. 

The Epistles to the Galatians and to the 
Philippians. Kenneth Grayston, Alec R. 
Allenson, Inc., Naperville, Ill. (Epworth 
$2.35. 
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MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 


CHANGES 
Presbyterian, U. S. 

Herbert A. Miller, who has been assist- 
ant pastor of the First church, Houston, 
Texas, will become pastor of Westminster 
church, St. Louis, Mo., 5300 Delmar Blvd., 
April 1. 

Sam C. Smith, from Easley, S. C., to 
First church, Lancaster, S. C., April 1. 

James T. Benjamin, Jr., from Asheboro, 
N. C., to 27 Anderson St., Piedmont, S. C. 

R. M. Hamilton, retired, from Mel- 
bourne, Fla., to Fernandina Beach, Fla. 

Bronson Matney, formerly of Cherokee 
Presbytery, has been installed as pastor 
of the First church, Quincy, Fla. 

Daniel Iverson, formerly of Shenandoah 
church, Miami, Fla., is serving as minister 
of the reactivated Miami Beach First 
church. 








Presbyterian, U.P.-USA 

Frank J. Tufvander, from Nesbit, Miss., 
to Rt. 2, Zephyrhills, Fla. 

Lawrence Woodcock, formerly of De- 
catur, Ill., has been installed as pastor 
of the Rock church, Imperial, Mo. 

Hans Kochheim, formerly of Falls City, 
Nebr., has been installed as pastor of 
the First church, Slater, Mo. 

H. D. Hough, formerly of Carnegie 
Tech, Pittsburgh, is the new pastor of 
the First church, Leechburg, Pa. 

S. R. Bingaman, from the Freeport, Pa., 
church to the Hazelwood church, Pitts- 
burgh, Pa. 

Frank S. Vigh, from Wilkinsburg, Pa., 
to Grace church, Montgomery, Pa. 

John Allan Shearer, United Presby- 
terian of Huntingdon, Pa., will serve the 
Raccoon church and mission of Pitts- 
burgh, Pa. 

Stanert L. Dransfield, who has been as- 
sistant pastor of the First church, Pitts- 
burgh, Pa., has become associate pastor. 

Michael J. Colton, who has been study- 
ing abroad for the past two years, has 
become aseistant pastor of the La Canada 
church, Los Angeles, Calif. 

William C. Loper, formerly assistant 
pastor of St. Paul’s church, Los Angeles, 
is the new assistant pastor of the First 
church, Los Angeles. 

C. Howard Wallace, Presbyterian uni- 
versity pastor, Cambridge, Mass., will 
join the theological faculty of the Uni- 
versity of Dubuque, Iowa, as visiting pro- 
fessor in Bible next Jan. 1. 

Martin Anton Schmidt, now of Emory 
University, Ga., will join the faculty of 
San Francisco Seminary July 1, where he 
will be assistant professor of church 
history and will also teach courses in 
historical theology. 

George N. Greer, formerly of Santa 
Ana, Calif., who “retired” from the active 
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pastorate nearly ten years ago, has be- 
come minister of visitation in the First 
church, Westminster, Calif., where he 
was pastor 1935-1948. 

Rex E. Lawhead, former United Pres- 
byterian of San Diego, Calif., has become 
assistant minister of the First church, 
Inglewood, Calif. 


COMMENCEMENT 

HAMPDEN-SYDNEY (Va.)—Baccalaureate, 
June 1—James A. Jones, Union Seminary, 
Va.; commencement speaker, June 2— 
Walter S. Robertson, Assistant Secretary 
of State for Far Eastern Affairs. 

PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE (N. C.)— 
Jun~ 1—Barney Ellis MacLean, St. Louis, 
Mo.; commencement address, John R. 
Cunningham, Charlotte, N. C. 


HONORARY DEGREES 

PRESBYTERIAN COLLEGE (S. O¥)—Degrees 
to be awarded at commencement to: 
Ernest J. Arnold, president of the Protes- 
tant Radio and Television Center, Atlanta; 
Lynn T. Jones, Eastminster Church, 
Columbia, S. C.; Allen C. Jacobs, presi- 
dent of the Presbyterian Home, Talla- 
dega, Ala. 


CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR 


Cecil A. Jeffery, a ruling elder of the 
South Hollywood, Calif., church, has be- 
come extension secretary of the Inter- 
national Society of Christian Endeavor, 
Columbus, Ohio. For 35 years he has 
been with the Union Oil Co. 

MISSION 


Ben L. Rose, of the faculty of Union 
Seminary in Virginia, conducted a recent 
preaching mission at Lajes Field, Air 
Force Base, Azores. 


VISITING PROFESSOR 


J. A. T. Robinson (see cover), dean of 
Clare College, Cambridge University, Eng- 
land, has begun his term as visiting pro- 
fessor at Union Seminary in Virginia. 


DEATHS 


Harry E. Coombs, 88, died in Scarsdale, 
N. Y., Mar. 13 of a cerebral hemorrhage. 
He retired as pastor of the Garfield, N. Y., 
church in 1935. 

John Gary Foxworth, 62, one time mem- 
ber of the staff of the Bachman Memorial 
School and Home, Farner, Tenn., died 
Feb. 23 in Kingstree, S. C. 


Pradervand Is Back from 
Czechoslovakia Visit 


GENEVA (RNS)—Marcel Pradervand 
general secretary of the World Presby. 
terian Alliance, returned here from 
three-week visit to Communist Czecho 
slovakia where he said he had “usefy} 
discussions” with government representa. 
tives and church leaders. 

The Presbyterian official said he tray- 
eled widely “with complete freedom of 
movement,” visiting such places ag 
Prague and Bratislava and preaching 
before crowded congregations. 

Dr. Pradervand quoted a government 
spokesman as saying that the Prague au- 
thorities had no objection to delegates 
from Czechoslovakia attending the 18th 
General Council of the World Presbyte- 
rian Alliance scheduled for Brazil next 
year. 

Member bodies of the Alliance in 
Czechoslovakia are the Evangelical] 
Church of Czech Brethren and the Re 
formed Church of Slovakia, Dr. Prader- 
vand said. 
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WISH TO SUPPLY 

Prefer Southwest U. S. 3 July Sundays. 
—Samuel M. Houck, 849 Park St., Jackson- 
ville 4, Fla. 

Pa., N. Y. State or New England. 4 or 
more June-Aug. Sundays.—Roy Smith, re- 
tired, 845 Day Ave., S. W.. Roanoke, Va. 





FLORA MACDONALD COLLEGE 


Red Springs, North Carolina 
B.A., B.M., and B.S. Degrees 


EXCELLENCE 
IS OUR 
AIM 


Marshall Scott Woodson, President 








Centre 
College 


Founded 1819 
(Kentucky’s Bluegrass Area) 





Separate Campuses ..... 
for women and men students but most classes and social func- 
tions held jointly. Fully accredited. Liberal Arts. Presby- 
terian. Famous for distinguished alumni. Fine facilities. 
Send for illustrated booklet 
Thomas A. Spragens, President 


Danville, Ky. 








PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 
Division of Consolidated Presbyterian College of Synod of N. C. 


Educational 


excellence for our 


most valuable asset—our youth. 
Summer School. College Credit Holy Land Tour, 1958 


Louis C. LaMotte, President 


Maxton, North Carolina 








THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 











